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The Goddess, it is said, appeared in Shivaji's
dream and told him that she would
be pleased if her image was worshipped
at Pratapgad. Shivaji obeyed the divine
orders and dedicated to her a new temple
at Pratapgad. Shivaji and his mother often
visited the temple and stayed at Pratapgad*
It was the custom of his family to pay
their respects to the Goddess and perform
her puja once a year- The name of
the priest who was appointed by Shivaji
to worship the Goddess was Vishwanath
Bhat Hadap, whose descendants still per-
form that duty.
The original temple of Bhavani is built
of black trap and is I/l feet in length
and 104^ feet in breadth. It is divided
into two chambers, the God Chamber and
the Central Hall. The wooden sabha-
mandap is a modern addition made'by Raja
Pratap Sing of Satara (1818-39). He cover-
ed the main temple with copper sheets
at a great cost in order to protect it
from heavy rains. The temple is worth a
visit on account of its historical associa-
tions. It possesses some old ornaments,
lace clothes and silver utensils, which
are worth inspection. There is a precious
crystal ban which Shivaji used to worship
himself. For the expenses of the temple and
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